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Adopting a child from another country is a very exciting event, although it can be overwhelming. The purpose of this article is to provide parents with information and resources for meeting the communication needs of their adopted child from China. During the adoption process, it is suggested that parents obtain information about the child's speech-language development. If there are reported concerns, parents can contact the agencies listed below to arrange for a speech-language evaluation of their child’s first language. It is important to find out if the child speaks standardized Mandarin Chinese or a dialect. 

If the adopted child is under three years of age, parents can contact the Early Intervention program to schedule a speech-language evaluation. The State of Illinois provides speech-language evaluations free of charge for all children under the age of three. If a bilingual speech-language pathologist is not available, parents can request an interpreter to help with the evaluation. They can contact the local Child and Family Connections (CFC) office to schedule an evaluation. For a list of CFCs in Illinois, please visit the following website: http://www.state.il.us/agency/dhs/earlyint/eipdfs/ei01cfcdir.pdf 

According to a recent article in the newsletter of the multicultural division of the American Speech Language Hearing Association, "Parents adopting children older than 3 years of age are advised to gather information about their child's speech-language development during the adoption process. If there are reported concerns, speech-language pathologists can make arrangements to assess the birth language soon after the child arrives home, or initiate treatment using a response to intervention (RTI) approach. Any assessment of the birth language after 4 months home is invalid because the (first) language will have undergone severe attrition (Gindis, 2003)." 

Many families are unaware of the fact that all individuals age 3-21 have the right to obtain Free and Appropriate Public education in the United States. Many parents are not aware of what their rights are in terms of the special education process. Concurrently, some school districts do not follow procedure in evaluating children who speak English as a second language. For example, some school districts may refuse to offer speech language evaluation in the child’s dominant language. When your school district refuses to provide adequate evaluation, you may contact the following places for advice: 

The Family Resource Center for Disabilities 
20 E. Jackson Blvd. Room 300 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-939-3513 

The center offers free training seminars on Special Ed rights, answers questions, and gives advice over the phone. 

Also, Illinois Star Net has several resource specialists who can guide parents in what steps to take when dealing with school districts who do not follow the law. Their website address is http://www.thecenterweb.org/starnet/contact.html 

It is beneficial for parents and their child to have access to the language and culture of the child’s birthplace. Research shows that children who are bilingual perform better than their monolingual peers in their overall achievement. 

Shinfan Stephanie Chang holds a B.S. degree in Speech-Language-Hearing Science from Purdue University and a M.S. degree in Speech-Language Pathology from Western Illinois University. She is a licensed speech language pathologist who holds a teaching certificate in teaching Mandarin Chinese in the public schools. She has served as a speech-language pathologist in several school districts. Currently, she is working in private practice providing Early Intervention speech-language services as well as bilingual evaluation and consultation services for school aged children. She also teaches Chinese language and culture classes to children and adults. 

Shinfan (Stephanie) has a passion for helping children adopted from China or bilingual children who speak Mandarin Chinese. She is serving as the co-chair for Multicultural Committee of the Illinois Speech Language Hearing Association (ISHA) and was a speaker at the ISHA and ASHA (American Speech Language Hearing Association) conventions in 2007. She has organized a social group or Asian children with the support from ISHA. The group meets several times a year in Lisle. Please contact Stephanie for more information. 

The services Stephanie provides include the following: 

· Bilingual speech-language (Mandarin) screenings, evaluation and treatment 
· Chinese Culture and Language classes for parents and children 
· Consultation and workshop for parents who adopt children from China or Taiwan 

Please feel free to contact Stephanie directly via email sf7chang@hotmail.com or phone (630) 800-1423 if you have any questions regarding any information shared in this article. 

