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Human beings, regardless of nationality, race, or religion – everyone – 
should be loved equally. We are all sheltered by the same sky and we all live 
on the same planet Earth. 
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A person of high ideals and morals is highly respected. What people value is 
not based on outside appearance. 

A person’s outstanding abilities will naturally endow him with a good 
reputation. Admiration from others does not come from boasting or praising 
oneself. 
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If I am a very capable person, I should use my capabilities for the benefit of 
others. Other people’s competence should never be slandered. 
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I will not flatter the rich, or despise the poor. 
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I will not ignore old friends, only taking delight in new ones. 
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When a person is busy, I will not bother him with matters. 
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When a person’s mind is not as ease, I will not bother him with words. 
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If a person has a shortcoming, I will not expose it. If a person has a secret, I 
will not tell others. 
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Praising the goodness of others is a good deed in itself. When people are 
being praised and approved of, they will be encouraged to try even harder. 

Spreading rumors about the wrongdoings of others is a wrongdoing in itself. 
When the harm done has reached the extreme, misfortunes will surely follow. 
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When I encourage another to do good, both of our virtues are build up. If I 
do not tell another of his faults, we are both wrong. 
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Whether I take or give, I need to know the difference between the two. It is 
better to give more and take less. 
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What I ask others to do, I must first ask myself if I would be willing to do. If 
it is not something I would be willing to do, I will not ask others to do it. 
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I must repay the kindness of others and let go of my resentments. I will 
spend less time holding grudges and more time paying back the kindness of 
others. 
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When I am directing maids and servants, I will act honorably and properly. I 
will also treat them kindly and generously. 

If I use my influence to make them submissive, their hearts will not be with 
me. If I can convince them with sound reasoning, they will have nothing to 
object to. 
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We are all human, but we are not the same. Most of us are ordinary; only a 
very few have great virtues and high moral principles. 

A truly virtuous person is greatly respected by others. He will not be afraid 
to speak the truth and he will not fawn on others. 
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If I can be close to and learn from people of great virtue and compassion, I 
will benefit immensely. My virtues will grow daily and my wrongdoings 
will lessen day by day. 

If I chose not to be close to and learn from people of great virtue, I will 
suffer a great loss. People without virtue will get close to me and nothing I 
attempt will succeed. 
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If I do not actively practice what I have learned, but continue to study on the 
surface, even though my knowledge is increasing, it is only superficial. 
What kind of person will I be? 

If I do apply my knowledge diligently, but stop studying, I will only do 
things based on my own opinion, thinking it is correct. In fact, what I know 
is not the truth. 
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There are methods to study correctly. They involve concentration in three 
areas: my mind, my eyes, and my mouth. To believe in what I read is 
equally important. 

When I begin to read a book, I will not think about another. If I have not 
completed the book, I will not start another. 
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I will give myself lots of time to study, and I will study hard. If I devote 
enough time and effort, I will thoroughly understand. 
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If I have a question, I will make a note of it. I will ask the person who has 
the knowledge for the right answer. 
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I will keep my room neat, my walls uncluttered and clean, my desk tidy and 
my brush and inkstone properly placed. 
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If my ink block is ground unevenly, it shows I have a poor state of mind. 
When words are written carelessly, showing no respect, this shows my state 
of mind has not been well. 
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My books should be classified, placed on the bookshelves, and in their 
proper places. After I finish reading a book, I will put it back where it 
belongs. 
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Even if I am in a hurry, I still must neatly roll up and bind the open bamboo 
scroll I have been reading. All missing or damaged pages ought to be 
immediately repaired. 
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If it is not a book on the teachings of the saints and sages, it should be 
discarded and not even looked at. Such books can block my intelligence and 
wisdom, and will undermine my aspirations and sense of direction. 
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Neither be harsh on myself, nor give up on myself. To be a person of high 
ideals, moral standards and virtue is something we can all attain in time. 

 
 


